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Abstract

The attention to the concept of headline and its importance has been mostly ignored
by Western and Arab scholars, having being concerned as a simple worthless margin
of text and just a name that indicates a particular text, not more. The process of
multiple studies and researches on the definition of headline, its meaning,
characteristics and functions have begun just in recent years. Many Arab and
Western researchers tried to develop their own definition of the meaning of headline,
its peculiarities and made a lot of efforts in their research for the basic functions of
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the headline being a parallel text of the basic one. According to the headline’s
semantic and deliberative process, it was discovered that it consists of three basic
elements: sender, message and addressee.

It was also noticed that the headline represents a nominal sentence consisting of at
least two words, which have the relation of the genitive case. It refers to the
communication term, which indicates the exchange of news and information. That
requires the presence of two sides exchanging the acceptance and giving. The
communication process is characterized by mobility and interaction between two or
more sides. In the media, the communication is represented in the form of sending
and receiving information and news. The communication process consists of six
components: the reference, the channel, the message, the sender, the addressee and
the grammar or language.

Keywords: definition of headline, the meaning of headline, communication process,
headline’s main functions, six components of headline
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